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JOHN V. 86. 

HE WAS A BURHINQ and a SHI51KO LIQHT i AND YE WERE 
WILLING FOR A SEASOIT TO REJOICE IN HIS LIGHT. 

I have placed this passage of scripture at the com- 
mencement of this service, not for the purpose of 
discoursing from it in the usual method, but simply to 
introduce some commemoratiTe remarks on the Life 
and Character of one who has recently left his place 
vacant in this religious circle ; who was inexpressibly 
dear to many hearts ; who has filled a large space in 
public estimation; who was highly distinguished by 
professional ability; who has been, for a long period, 
among the most trusted, honored and beloved in this 
whole community ; who in fine, in all the relations of 
life, exhibited, above most men whom I have known, 
^e true dignity, power and attractiveness of the Chris- 
tian chariicter. In thus devoting the whole discourse to 
such a sketch, as the present interview may allow, to 



that I need only refer to them m a biief summary. He 
■was born at HaverhJll, in this comity, one of the most 
pleasing of our New England Tillages, and which, in 
an " Historical Sketch" of his, published nearly thirty 
years ago, he describes, " as one of the most beautiful 
spots for a settlement that can be conceived," He was 
the eldest son and second child of the late Dr. Na- 
thaniel Saltonstall, and belonged to a family that has, 
at all times, since the first settlement of Massachusetts 
"Bay, been distinguished for its patriotism, important 
civil services and high moral worth. He was horn on 
the I3th of June, 1783, was prepared for College at 
Phillips' Exeter Academy, became a member of 
Harvard University at the early age of fourteen, tmd 
was graduated with distinction, in the year 1802. He 
began the study of the law with Ich&bod Tdckeb, Esq., 
then of Haverhill, who, subsequently, for many years, 
was a highly respected Clerk of the Courts in Esses 
County ; and completed his legal studies under the di- 
rection of the late learned and lamented William Pebs- 
coTT. He entered on the practice of his profession in his 
native town, but in May, 1806, removed to this city, 
where the remainder of his life was passed. He soou 
became distinguished lunong very distinguished competi- 
tors at the bar, was early called upon, by his fellow 
citizens, to take part in the public councils of both branch- 
es of our State Legislature, was President, at one pe- 
riod, of the Senate, afterward our Representative in 
Congress, and was regarded through his whole ac- 
tive life, as one of our most able, efficient, ttust-wor- 
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may greatly mistake, but he seemed to me to look at fu- 
ture results with a doubtful and forecasting eye, and to en- 
ter rarely on any plan or enterprize under the inspiration 
of hope. If this were so in any degree, its natural effect 
vould be to cast a shade of Indecision around him in the 
conduct of affairs. But when once, either from a sense 
of duty, or from the pressure of necessity, he became 
pledged and interested in any pursuit or project, every 
early appearance of irresolution vanished, the phantoms 
of doubt fled before his advancing step, his awakened 
powers gained continually new impulse from exertion, his 
strong love of honest fame, together with all the higher 
motives of his moral nature, became enlisted in the effort, 
the whole man, in a word, became identified with his 
purpose, and none were more decided, ardent, and effec- 
tive than he. 

In approaching the more essential parts of the charac- 
ter of our friend, I mean those which distinguished him 
as a Moral and Religious man, I first refer to one which 
was singularly characteristic. This was a Placability, a 
readiness to forgive wrong-doers, an earnest desire, as 
far as in him lay, to " live peaceably with all men." 
This distinguished him in his earliest youth, in his 
parental home, in all the domestic and social intercourse 
of his maturet years. It was, with him, equally 
the result of natural bias and of religious principle. 
Though his temperament was one of quick sensibility, 
and a high and just self-respect made him feel keenly 
any personal slight, or offence, yet he seemed utterly 
incapable of harboring any ill-will towards the offender. 
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temper, I ma7 refer, though it can he only in a brief al- 
lusion, to the general Benevolence and genial feelings 
which entered essentially into his moral nature, greatly 
promoted his own happiness, and contributed largely to 
his success in life. His Benerolence was of the most 
expansive kind. It was native to his heart, and it was 
quickened and instructed by religious prmciple. He 
labored for the pubhc weal in the discharge of his public 
offices, and these had an additional value in his estimation 
as enlarging the field of benevolent effort. He was ever 
ready to lend his personal and pecuniary aid to all wor- 
thy objects. He strove to do good to all within the cir- 
cle of his influence ; and wretchedness, in all its multifold 
forms, was, peculiarly, the object of his solicitude and 
care. He loved to make others happy, and to see them 
so. He delighted in the reciprocation of kind affections, 
and in the interchange of kind offices. He was eminent- 
ly companionable in his feelings, enjoyed with pecu- 
liar zest the innocent pleasures of social intercourse, 
and was always happy in extending to all his friends 
a cordial and kind reception in his own hospitable 
home. These generous and genial affections developed 
themselves in early life. They rendered him the gene- 
ral favorite of his associates at the University ; and en- 
deared him, especially, to those of his own Class, who as 
a body have been equally distinguished for talent, learn- 
ing, professional eminence, and for the perpetuation of 
those gracious and kindly feelings of friendship which 
are but too liable to die away with the freshness and 
buoyancy of youth. They, in common with all his nu- 



highest throne then on the earth, left it, that he might 
go, in royal state, to pay fiUal homage and respectfulness 
to his humble, old and mfirm parent. 

But this sentiment of Reverence, as was light and 
fitting, found its best and fullest expression in his 
condition, and duties as a Religious Being. It was the 
object and business of his life to keep a duteous walk 
with God. He loved to view His works as the glorious 
symbol of His august attributes, and to consider those 
events that fill up life's little history, as fraught with a 
divine significance which the thoughtful and serious 
spirit should interpret and apply. But these upward 
tendencies of his soul were most fully developed and 
sustained by the more express revelation of the will of 
God by the Lord Jesus. He made its Evidences and 
specific Doctrines an early study, and it was never far 
from hia thoughts at any subsequent period of his life. 
In one of my interviews with him, in his last sickness, 
he told me he had been revising his theological studies, 
and had been strengthened in his conviction of the 
divine origin of the Christian Revelation, and placed 
his entire faith in this, on those great Facts, to which his 
Lord and Master originally appealed as the authen- 
tic seal of his divine mission, namely, those Miraculous 
Works, " which none could do, unless God were with 
him." He expressed, also, an intense regret, and as deep 
an abhorrence as his gentle spirit could feel on any 
subject, for those ill-considered, conceited and scoffing 
speculations, by which reckless men attempt to shake 
the faith of others in these great Facts. Bora and bred 
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in the stern faith of his Puritan ancestors, bnt wliich, 
afterwards, through much painfu! study, and great 
mental conflict, he felt obliged to renounce, he yet took 
with him to his more enlarged views of God and Christ 
and duty, much of that solemn awe and exquisite ten- 
derness of conscience, which are often connected with 
those speculative opinions, which his mind, in all other 
respects, had outgrown. His attention to the Institu- 
tions and sacred Rites of Christianity was constant, 
earnest and exemplary. He beHevcd them to. be of 
divine appointment, as instructive in themselves, and 
as suggestive of touching associations and wholesome 
influences, which no intelligent and good man would 
willingly forego. He gave to them no merely formal, 
or stinted, or half-teluct^nt service, but in every way, 
his ready, hearty, personal aid. None of us will soon 
forget the solemnity and fervour with which he habit- 
ually lent his rich, mellifluous and well-taught voice to 
join in lifting up our hymns of praise to the most 
High, from that place now shrouded in the sad drapery 
of mourning in token of our irreparable loss. His very 
presence and deportment here, were a mute but most 
edifying commentary on the sacredness of the service. 
He was the first superintendent of our Sunday School, 
and for many years, by his personal attention, pecuniary 
assistance and weighty influence, did much to sustain 
and strengthen it. He felt, as may I say ? but too few 
in all our congregations, feel, that without the earnest 
and sympathizing co-operation of the People, the Pastor 
must labor all but hopelessly, and in vain. In this, as 
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ordinary duty ; ia the intercourse of prirate life, and in 
those public trusts and that political intercourse, where, 
as an element of conduct, religion too seldom enters ; 
he was an avowed and coanstent Christian. But his 
religion was not exhibited in any studied staidness or 
affected sanctimoniousness of bearing. He was too de- 
yout a follower of his Master for this. But it discov- 
ered itself in the only way that it should ever discover 
itself, that is incidentally, unconsciously, and only 
avowedly, when the occasion called for an outright ex- 
pression of it It, ordinarily, made itself known in the 
natural, and therefore universally understood, language 
of manner, look and tone. It escaped, as it were, be- 
cause it could not be repressed, from a heart overbur- 
thened with its own religious sentiments and emotions. 
His life, to sum up all, was a " living sacrifice," held 
consecrate to the One true God, and to Jesus, whom 
God hath sent And I think, I am aware of the import 
of my language, when I say, that it was with him the 
all-absorbing purpose of life, to become in all respects, 
what God would have him to be. His habitual affec- 
tions were worship ; his prevailing state of mind, adora- - 
tion ; and his most earnest hopes, fears and aspirations, 
themselves, prayer. 

In thus dwelling upon the moral qualities of Mr. Sal- 
tonstall, I have left myself little opportunity to speak of 
his Intellectual Endowments and Mental Culture. Ke- 
stricted, at ftuthest, to narrow limits, I have chosen to 
dwell longest upon what I deem to be most important. 
But it most not be hence inferred that in hia intellectual 
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discover the narrow and often evanishing line between 
truth and error, the right and the wrong, the real from 
the apparent, the substance from the form. He well 
understood, though he was not harsh to note, those 
fallacies, both of theory and usage, that men practise 
upon each other, and those, too, scarcely less numerous, 
which they practice upon themselves. I do not know 
that he was particularly fond of mental labor for its own 
sake, though his power of voluntary attention when it 
was called for by any exigency, was great, and most 
conscientiously exerted. His peculiar tastes led him, 
not so much to works of fancy and imagination, 
though these were not neglected, as to those of more 
solid import, and especially to those connected with his 
duties and tastes as a professional and public man. 
His knowledge of History generally, and of Political 
Economy, in its different branches, was various and 
accurate. An heir to the Puritans, both by birth and 
spirit, he loved to trace their eventful annals in all their 
details, and there were few amongst ns, whose knowl- 
edge of our early history was, at once, so minute and 
comprehensive as his. He was endowed with an im- 
posing person, great natural fluency of expression, a 
lucid; simple and forcible diction, and a singuTar pow- 
er of identifying himself with his theme, which lent 
to his oratory a reality, naturalness, impressiveness, and 
persuasive energy, which no merely artistical culture 
can afford. It is easy to infer, that, possessed of gifts 
and accomplishments like these, he could scarcely fail of 
success in professional and public life. And such was 
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the fact. He was early distinguisfaecl at tlie &ar, and 
has uaiformly been considered a cautious, safe, enlight- 
ened, conscientious and disinterested counsellor. He 
vas whcrily incapable of drilling, or tampering with, 
or browbeating witnesses, or of resorting to any profes- 
lional stratagems or artifice; and bis whole deportment 
towards parties, his legal brethren, juries and t^e court, 
WBS Eoarked by a fairness, urbanity, uprightness and 
honor, which have done much to create and uphold &e 
acknowledged high character of the Essex Bar. He felt 
that every man had a right to be heard in his own 
defence, and that it was no part of his duty to pre-judge 
the claims, real or supposed, of any one ; but he had no' 
respect tot that atrocious professional hardihood, not, it 
is said, wholly miknown in legal practice, which 
"knows nothing but the client;" which contends for 
victory only; and is as earnest, and apparently as 
honest, m urging a bad cause, known to be such, as in 
sustaining a good one. Having never witnessed any of 
his forensic efforts, I can offer no analysis of his charac- 
ter as an advocate. But his undisputed eminence, as 
such, for many years, is, of itself, a decisive fact, and 
the tradition of some arguments, in which his whole 
moral nature was partienlarly enlisted, assigns to him a 
forward place among the most powerful pleaders of our 
age and country. 

I am equally imable, also, and for a similar reason, to 
apeak of Mr. Saltonstall as a statesman and pohtical 
debater ; and happily for the fidelity of this commemo- 
rative notice, it is not necessary. Few men were so 
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as nothing else could, through his final leave-taking with 
a family circle that concentered, in itself, all that ineffa- 
ble goodness of our Father in heaven, which is faintly 
shadowed forth in those most intensely suggestive of all 
human words — A happy Chbistian Home ! None whose 
sad privilege it was to be near him then, can ever forget 
the submissive, solemn, serene, sublime example he exhi- 
bited, when that home was to be left, never more to be 
entered. Above all, none of those will ever fiirget it, to 
whom his life had been one continued expression of 
conjugal and paternal love ; and to whom this parting 
was the last manifestation of a heart filled with love to 
them, and of confiding piety towards God. With a 
full appreciation of the signal blessings with which he 
had been surrounded ; with a devout thankfulness to 
Him, from whom they flowed; with a deep sense of 
all that is implied in a change from the seen and palpable 
of this world, to the unseen and unknown realities of a 
future state of being ; he reaped, at last, and felt the full 
efficacy of the blessing of the ascension gift of theSaviour 
of the world : " Peace I leave with you, my peace I give 
unto you : not as the world giveth, give I unto you." 

I must here bring this feeble tribute to a close. 1 
have, now, no time to derive from it, those religious uses 
which it forcibly suggests, nor to offer to his mourning 
family those religious solaces, which they must greatly 
need. Nor is it necessary. The whole life of Levebett 
Saltonstall is more suggestive of edifying instruction 
than any words of mine can be ; and the memory of his 
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firmness of his moral principles, the independence of his conduct, and 
the soundness and Tigor of his intellectual powers, eecured tlie respect 
and coneideratioD of his fellotv-citizcna. 

Hia preparatory legal siudiea he prosecuted under the tuition of the 
lale learned William Prescott; an intimate friendship and mutual high 
regard existed between them till Ihe decease of the latter. At the 
time Mr. Sallonstalt was admitted to the Bar, he found in practice here 
aa extraordinary assemblage of eminent lawyers, Tbeophilua Parsons, 
Nathan Dane, William Piescolt, Samuel Putnam, Charles Jackson, 
Joseph Story, John Pickering, Daniel A. White, all of them celebra- 
ted in the history of our jurispnidence, and many of them since ele^'aled 
to high judicial dignities in the stale and nation . By the aide of ail these 
eminent practitioners Mr. SaJtonslall soon acquired high rank by his 
ability, learning and integrity. His eloquence at the Bar and in legis- 
lative bodies was powerful, persuasive, and brilliant : it was the elo- 
quence of the heart, — the sincere wid cordial expression of the ardent 
feelings and deep emotions of a generous and noble nature. He has 
died not at advanced age, but his life has been long — for it has been 
filled with deeds of benevolence and acta of usefulness. 

The Members of the Bar, in common with all hia fellow-oitizenB, feel 
that his loss is a painful bereavement — it depresses our feelings and en- 
grosses our sensibilities. We should be unjust to ourselves if, when 
so much worth passes away, we did not pause amid the bustle of life, 
and pay to his memory the homage of our hearts. 

To this address Judge Wilde replied at considerable length, with 
deep sensibility — expressed his sympathy with the feelings of the Bar, 
his regret at the early loss of so useful and excellent a citizen as Mr. 
Saltonalall, whose worth and excellence he had known and highly es- 
teemed for forty years. 

The Court passed an order that the proceedings of the Bar be enter- 
ed on their record, as a memorial to future times of the respect in which 
Mr. Saltonstall was held, and then adjourned. 



PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY GOVERNMENT. 

At a special meeting of the City Council, on Saturday, May 1 0th, 
called by order of the Mayor, Mr, Roberts submitted the following 
Resolves, which were unanimously passed, viz : 

Resobxd, That the members of the City Council deeply deplore the 



